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" high art " and not addressed enough to the common
feelings and minds of ordinary people. I used to tell
Glough he believed legibility to be a defect, and I
am sure the high art criticism and practice tend
steadily in that direction.9
Again he dwells at length on the absurdity of
Arnold's idea that poetry should portray only great
actions:
Mr. Arnold, some years since, put forth a theory
that the art of poetry could only delineate great actions.
. . . Nobody in their senses would describe Gray's
"Elegy" as the delineation of a "great action*9;
some kinds of mental contemplation may be energetic
enough to deserve this name, but Gray would have
been frightened at the very word.10
On the other hand he fully recognized the defects
of contemporary taste and contemporary literature.
" In truth," he says, " review writing but exempli-
fies the casual character of modern literature.
Everything about it is temporary and fragmentary.
People take their literature in morsels, as
they take sandwiches on a journey/5 And who was
the reader of this literature but " the merchant in
the railway with a head full of sums, an idea that
tallow is * up/ a conviction that teas are * lively/ and
a mind reverting perpetually from the little volume
which he reads to these mundane topics, to the
railway, to the shares, to the buying and bargain-
ing universe? "10 Readers were many, ignorant,
and unguided:
We live in the realm of the half educated. The num-
ber of readers grows daily, but the quality of readers
does not improve rapidly. . . . Without guidance
young men, and tired men, are thrown amongst a